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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SAN JO 01105 172107Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 ACDA-10 EB-08 AID-05 /092 W 

180839Z 091198/14 

R 172039Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6741 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 1105 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, PFOR, PGOV, CS 

SUBJECT: FACIO ON U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY, DISARMAMENT 

1 . ACCORDING TO MARCH 16 EXCELSIOR, FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO 
STATED MARCH 15, IN RESPONSE TO A PRESS QUERY, THAT THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY ON HUMAN RIGHTS "WAS LOGICAL 
FOR THE COUNTRY THAT PROCLAIMS TO BE LEADER OF THE FREE 
WORLD," ADDING THAT, UNFORTUNATELY, THERE ARE MANY 
HEMISPHERIC NATIONS WHICH DO NOT DEFEND HUMAN RIGHTS. 

2. FACIO ALSO COMMENTED ON DISARMAMENT, CALLING HEMISPHERIC 
AND WORLD DISARMAMENT COSTA RICA’S BIGGEST CONCERN. HE 
SAID: "COSTA RICA OPPOSES THE ARMS RACE; IF ARMAMENTS 
WOULD BE REDUCED THE ABILITY OF NATIONS TO COOPERATE 
ECONOMICALLY WOULD BE INCREASED." 

3. COMMENT: FACIO'S REMARKS ARE THE FIRST PUBLIC 
GOCR REACTION TO THE FUROR IN THE HEMISPHERE OVER 
THE U.S. SECURITY ASSISTANCE/HUMAN RIGHTS TIE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 01105 172107Z 

SEPTEL WILL REPORT THAT PRESIDENT ODUBER TOOK A 

SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT APPROACH IN EXPRESSING COSTA 

RICAN POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION DURING 

MARCH 16 AT STATE DINNER HONORING PRESIDENT LOPEZ MICHELSEN. 

KIT DAY 
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